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Autumn Gathering Programme
Saturday 19th October, 2019.
9.30

10.00

10.15

Registration
Tea & Coffee Available
Opening Circle
led by Grainne Vaughan and Veronica McGuire.
Welcoming words
Joan Whelan, Chairperson, IFSA and
Dr. Orla Kelly, Institute of Education, DCU.
*** Concurrent Workshops - Session 1 ***

11.0012.30

Workshop 1 - Mirjam Bloem
Exploring the Senses in Forest School Practice
Workshop 2 - Marc Barker
More than one way to tell a tale - Storytelling Tips and Tricks
Workshop 3 - Pilar Landaluce, Ciara Hinksman & Nichola
Salmon
Branching Out with your Forest School Practice
Workshop 4 - Orla Kelly & Michaela Kearney
The State of Outdoor Learning in Ireland and how that fits
with Forest School

12.30 1.15

1.15
-2.00

Lunch
Sandwiches, Fruit, Tea & Coffee.
IFSA Discussion: A Quality Framework for Forest School
in Ireland
Joan Whelan & Orla Gallagher, IFSA.

2.002.45

IFSA Network Circles: Regional Groupings of
Practitioners
Ciara Hinksman & Shane Furlong, IFSA.

2.45 4.15

*** Concurrent Workshops Session 2 ***
Workshops repeated as above

4.15
4.30

Closing Circle
End of Day

Words of Welcome

Welcome to DCU All Hallows Campus for the third Autumn Gathering of IFSA!
We are delighted to partner with DCU Institute of Education Outdoor Learning network for this event. The
theme of this gathering 'Forest School - Branching Out' reflects our growth as the national organisation for
Forest School in the Republic of Ireland. We are keen to make links with like-minded organisations like the
Outdoor Learning Network Initiative in the Institute of Education in DCU, to explore what we have in
common and where we diverge. We are also delighted to be holding our first IFSA event in Dublin, our
capital city.
The 16 acre campus here at All Hallows, described on the DCU website as having ‘simply stunning grounds’
and a ‘a little bit of Hogwarts' has a long history of education. Founded in 1842, in 2014, it was announced
that the college would close down due to reducing student numbers. In 2015, DCU took over the
campus. The college's main buildings include a number of historic listed buildings and two sides of a
quadrangle! The south side of the college chapel is dominated by Evie Hone's stained glass window. A new
primary school building is underway here continuing that long tradition and other recent development
include the planting of a heritage Apple Orchard in 2017 as a first step in a community garden project. A
related project is the woodland planting just inside the wall of the St Patricks' Campus.
The Outdoor Learning Network was initiated by a small group of passionate advocates for outdoor learning
in Ireland, namely Jean Byrne, entrepreneur and philanthropist; Dr Janet McKennedy, Lecturer in
Chemistry, DIT; Tomás Aylward, Lecturer in Outdoor and Experiential Learning, IT Tralee and Dr Orla Kelly,
Lecturer in Social, Environmental and Scientific Education, DCU Institute of Education. It held its inaugural
gathering on October 12th 2016 in DCU and has hosted 5 meetings to date. These included outdoor
workshops, discussions and presentations from National and International outdoor learning advocates.
The membership now stands just shy of 100! The core aims of the network are to bring people together
from the formal, non formal and informal education sectors to share and shine a light on good practice, to
advocate for and drive policy decisions around young people's access to outdoor learning and to support
the development of CPD programmes for teachers on outdoor learning as a methodology. The Network is
delighted to co-host with the Irish Forest School Association their Autumn Gathering.
Placing sustainability at the core of the university is one of the nine core goals of DCU's current Strategic
Plan. This reflects not only DCU's commitment to play their part as a responsible organisation but also their
realisation of the messages they can convey as an exemplar organisation to both their students and society
around them. DCU's sustainability agenda is led by Sustainability Manager Samantha Fahy and the newly
formed DCU Sustainability Council. They will shortly launch their Sustainability Strategy, Climate Action Plan
and Biodiversity Plan. There are a wide range of actions being undertaken across the DCU community to
support the sustainability agenda already. For example, DCU has committed to phasing out single use
plastic by 2020 and has already made significant strides in reaching this target. Following a visit from An
Taisce in November 2017 Green Flag status was renewed for the DCU Glasnevin Campus and awarded
afresh to the DCU St. Patricks Campus. It is hoped that the DCU All Hallows Campus will soon also be
awarded the Green Campus flag with an ultimate target to make it a carbon neutral campus. For more
information on sustainability in DCU see: https://www.dcu.ie/ocoo/sustainability.shtml

We are looking forward to meeting you all at this Gathering and to branching out and sharing
our practice together.
Joan Whelan and Orla Kelly

About our speakers
Veronica McGuire
- Happy Out Forest School

Veronica McGuire studied English Literature, Horticulture and Field
Ecology before discovering her passion for working with children in
nature at Irish Seed Savers Association, Scarriff, in East Clare where she
co-facilitated children’s outdoor workshops for over 10 years. Her move
from Dublin to a field in East Clare and living off-grid for 6 years, gave
Veronica a closeness to nature she craved. 20 years on, the field is
covered in trees, providing nourishment and shelter for native wildlife, as
well as for Veronica and her family. Veronica completed her Forest School
training in 2016, going on to co-found Happy Out Forest School in 2017.
Forest School continues to enrich her own life by helping her to make
deeper and more meaningful connections with the world around her, and
allowing her to help others to answer that call of the wild in themselves.
Veronica McGuire and Gráinne Vaughan will co-facilitate our opening
and closing circles during the Autumn Gathering this year.

Gráinne Vaughan
- Happy Out Forest School
Gráinne Vaughan has 17 years' experience as a primary teacher. She has led
countless workshops for children and adults, both at Irish Seed Savers
Association and as a Heritage in Schools specialist in biodiversity and
gardening. She has a lifelong love and respect for trees and woodland as
source of healing, inspiration and awe.
Happy Out Forest School runs weekly Forest School sessions throughout
the year at John O’Sullivan Park, Lee’s Road in Ennis, for children aged 3-11,
as well as less frequent events on Veronica’s land, Willow Hill, in Tulla. Local
Agenda 21 funding allowed Happy Out to give Ennis Educate Together a
Forest School Experience in 2018/2019 and we hope to expand on this in the
future. We also facilitate Woodland camps, school tours and birthday parties.
In 2019/2020 we hope to expand further to work with adults and teens in the
beautiful woodlands of County Clare.

Marc Barker - Nature Connect
Marc Barker
Growing up in a family of Italian-American storytellers in California, telling
tales has always come naturally to me; though I'm still learning everyday
from different sources in folklore, mythology, and oral storytellers alive
today, especially here in Ireland. Oral Storytelling seems my niche as a
youth educator and nature mentor, and most of my stories, for the most
part, are spoken word without anything actually written down.
Workshop: More than one way to tell a tale - Storytelling Tips and
Tricks
This workshop will explore some simple and applicable methods to
storytelling that can better support your efforts around the campfire! We
will focus on building story structure as well as different ways to deliver a
spoken-word story to keep your audience riveted!

Mirjam Bloem - IFSA
Mirjam Bloem lives in county Cork. She says that for her, being a Forest School
leader is ‘like coming around full circle again’. As a child, she spent days in the
woods, while as a teenager, she was part of a -National- anarchist nature youth
club in the Netherlands, going into nature every Sunday to learn from each other
about birds, plants and insects. As an adult, Mirjam attended An tIonad Glas, the
organic horticultural college in Drumcollogher, to further develop her love of
plants, herbs and bees. She attended the Art of Mentoring with Jon Young on a
number of occasions which further inspired her to play her part in the reconnection with nature movement and led her to Forest School training. She feels
it is wonderful to be part of a movement that helps children and teenagers feel
how great it is to connect with themselves and each other through the woods.
Recently she did a Nature Resonance course with the Plant Medicine School, she is
now a qualified Nature Healing Ally which adds to her holistic work in nature reconnection. Mirjam is Membership secretary of The Irish Forest School Association.
Workshop : Exploring the Senses in Forest School Practice
This is an experiential workshop in which we will focus on our senses, through
games and exercises. We will share ideas on how to bring mindfulness and
wellbeing to the forefront of your forest school practice. Expect to be brought out
of your comfort zone!

Orla Kelly
- Institute of Education, DCU

Orla Kelly is a Senior Lecturer in the Institute of Education in DCU.
She primarily works in the area of science education and through
this has developed expertise in the area of outdoor learning,
education for sustainability and local studies over the last 10 years.
She has recently secured funding to undertake a research project
on Outdoor Learning, investigating its potential in Ireland as an
inclusive pedagogy for an integrated connected curriculum. She
leads an Outdoor Learning Network and is on the DCU
Sustainability Council.
Workshop: The State of Outdoor Learning in Ireland and how
that fits with Forest School
Orla and Michaela will co-deliver this workshop which will
comprise a discussion and idea sharing from participants on the
topic.

Michaela Kearney
Michaela Kearney is soon to be a graduate of the Bachelor of
Education (Primary) in Dublin City University.
She recently begun her first year as an Newly Qualified
Teacher in Lucan and is teaching First Class. She first became
interested in outdoor learning when she took part in a DCU
Outdoor Learning Project in summer 2017 and she has been
incorporating it into her teaching ever since.

Workshop: Branching Out in your Forest School Practice
This workshop will follow an open participant-led discussion on Forest School practice. Experienced
Forest School facilitators will share perspectives on their practice, approaches and challenges running
Forest School with various participant groups across different settings. It is an opportunity to share
thoughts, ideas, advice and reflections on running Forest School activities and will be shaped largely by
the workshop attendees.

Pilar Landaluce
- Kerkus Forest School
Pilar Landaluce founded Kerkus Forest School, an independent Forest
School based in Deerpark, Mount Merrion, Co.Dublin in 2017. We
believe kids can benefit significantly from learning in the natural
environment, and provide a safe space for child-led play.
We run After School weekly sessions and Camps throughout the
year. Our Forest School leaders, Pilar and Nuria are a mother daughter
team that share a passion for the outdoors and all it has to offer young
minds. Life-long learners with a background in Montessori
teaching and art therapy, both are Forest School qualified.
www.kerkusforestschool.com

Ciara Hinksman
- Earth Force Education

Passionate to share her love of the outdoors, Forest School Leader Ciara
Hinksman founded Earth Force Education in 2009. As well as adult
Forest School trainings in association with Educational Training Boards,
County Childcare Committees and Third Level institutions, she
coordinates and delivers long-term Forest School Primary School
programmes in association with several Local Authorities and young
peoples groups throughout Ireland. She is a Heritage in Schools specialist
and was featured in Nationwide’s ‘RTE Goes
Wild’ http://www.vimeo.com/65611610. She collaborates with Circle of
Life Training to offer certified Forest School Leader trainings in Co.
Wicklow. Ciara is the founding chair of the Irish Forest School Association.

Nichola Salmon
- Castlecomer Discovery Park
Nichola Salmon is the Education Officer in Castlecomer Discovery
Park and is part of the Management Team there. Day-to-day, her work
aims to deliver enjoyable and memorable experiences outside the
classroom boundaries to people of all ages from toddlers to teens and
occasionally adults. A geographer, her interests lie in environmental
education, geology and tourism development. She began her Forest
School training in 2016 and is continuing to develop her skills in this
area with particular interest in woodland ecology and its' positive
impacts on mental health and wellbeing.

Joan Whelan - Irish Forest School
Association
Joan Whelan is Chair of the IFSA. She is currently completing a PhD in
DCU on Forest School pedagogy in the primary school. In 2016, she
retired after 24 years as principal of an Educate Together primary
school. She is a qualified educational psychologist and has always been
interested in ensuring that schools are caring, holistic places. She
introduced FS education in 2011, the first Irish primary school to offer
this provision, and it is now an embedded part of the school’s offering.
She believes strongly in schools being local hubs in their communities
and has pioneered initiatives including the introduction of a school age
childcare service, community use of the school building and most
recently chaired a committee to renovate a local park, where the voice
of the local children were to the fore. She lives in Dublin with her
husband and has two adult children.

Orla Gallagher - IFSA
Orla Gallagher is a Forest School Leader and Early Childhood
Professional. A graduate of the B.A(Hons) in Early Childhood Care and
Education at the IT Blanchardstown, Orla developed an interest in
outdoor and risky play experiences and undertook the OCN Level 3 in
Forest School Leadership in 2015, and Postgraduate study in Child,
Youth and Family Studies in IT Carlow. Orla was selected to present at
the ECI Seminar based on her undergrad research into Unstructured
Outdoor Play Habits of Children aged 3-6 years. Orla has worked
supporting early years services through roles working in County
Childcare Committees and has a particular interest in supporting
practitioners to facilitate child-led learning in wild outdoor spaces. She
has guest lectured on Nature Pedagogy and Outdoor Play in TU Dublin,
along with the Cuidiu National Conference 2018.
Orla is a director and founder member of the Irish Forest School
Association who is currently in the role of Communications Officer for
IFSA.

